Quarterly Council Meeting
Tuesday, November 13, 2012
DHH Lab Conference Room
Metairie, Louisiana 

Meeting called to order at 10:13

Council Members Present: Dr. Juan Gershanik, Dr. Thira Choojitarom, Ginger Easterly, Linda Frantz, Jill Guidry, Melodie Sparks, Staci Sullivan, Melinda Peat, Dr. Anita Jeyakumar

Guests: Christy Fontenot, Jeanette Webb, Kay Darr, Wendy Jumonville, Raina Ottalan, Marbely Barahona, Nicole DeLeon, Mariah Ranko, Terri Mohren, Mary Jo Smith, Dr. Jacob Labat, Dr. Donna Alleman

Absent: Penny Hakim, Dorothy Rodriguez

Attendee introductions were made and new council members were introduced.

Review and acceptance of May minutes- Motion by Dr. Gershanik , seconded by Staci Sullivan to approve as submitted.

Review of CDC Cooperative Agreement Review, MCHB/HRSA Grant Review- LA EHDI team.
Melinda passed out binders with information on EHDI for Advisory Council members and discussed the contents. 

Mariah Ranko discussed the Guide By Your Side Program regarding recent projects, hiring of guides, and in-service training. She showed a slideshow/video with information on Hands and Voices, LA and family activities that have been held throughout the state. Marbely discussed her experiences with families and babies lost to follow-up. 

Terri discussed the tracking and surveillance system/database and how we are addressing some of the weaknesses in our current system. LEERS- Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System was thought to correct many of these issues, unfortunately this just created more issues. Working with the hospitals individually has helped us remedy some of the issues but not permanent fixes yet. We hope that all we have learned will help us improve our system in our new web-based database that is currently being developed by DB Systograph. Birth Defects, Genetics and EHDI are collaborating on this new database to improve our ability to share information. 

Mary Jo discussed the hospital data project and how we use the numbers we are collecting to set up standards of excellence and judging the results of our efforts to make positive changes. Discussed need to be able to improve our ability to integrate with other electronic record systems in the hospitals and how best to link from one system to the other.  She also gave an overview of the hospital data-monitoring project. Wendy discussed the high refer issues and Kay looked at low refer issues and what technical assistance we can give to help remedy these issues. We send quarterly reports now to all our hospitals as well as follow-up reports to our facility. 

Jeanette discussed the follow-up program and how well we are doing nationally.  National rate of Lost to follow-up is 45%, Louisiana was 35% in 2009. In 2010 the nationwide rate was 39% with Louisiana at 34%. In 2011 we had 27% lost to follow-up with 13% as reported from providers, and 14% no documentation at all.  So far for 2012 we are sitting at 21% lost to follow-up/ lost to documentation. Marbely discussed procedures she uses to help Spanish speaking families to return for follow-up

Christy and Kay discussed the stakeholder education programs currently underway including education of hospital HIM directors and birth certificate clerks, hospital hearing screening supervisors, and nursery personnel. Physician education has taken place through on-site visits, fax-back project, and direct contact for information project. Pediatric audiologists were provided education at LSHA and SPALS, and one-on-one lunch and learns. Dr. Choojitarum 


Melinda discussed further involvement of Advisory Council members by working through committees. We would like every member on the Council to pick a committee to coordinate:

Regulatory Compliance Committee
Follow-up Committee
Parents Committee
Early Intervention Committee
Stakeholder Education Committee

Melinda asked every committee member to sign up for a committee before they leave or email her after the meeting to choose. 


Dr. Choojitarom, Christy and Mariah presented an in-service to the Our Lady of the Lake residents on the EHDI program.

Dr. Choojitarm moved to adjourn, seconded by Staci Sullivan at 12:13.


[bookmark: _GoBack]The next Advisory Council meeting is Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2013 at undetermined location. 


Submitted by: Christy Fontenot
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